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Foreword

Euregio Karelia is a border area between Finland and Russia, as well as a cooperation area between the regions of Kainuu, North Karelia and Northern Ostrobothnia in Finland and the Republic of Karelia in Russia.
Euregio Karelia was founded on the 24th of February 2000 with a contract signed by representatives of the
regional councils of Kainuu, North Karelia and Northern Ostrobothnia from Finland, and a representative of
the government of the Republic of Karelia from Russia. Euregio Karelia was the first Euroregion area established on the land border between the European Union and the Russian Federation.
The basis of Euregio Karelia is the common aim of the partner areas to improve living conditions of inhabitants in the area via cross-border cooperation. As stated in the partnership contract, Euregio Karelia forms a
foundation for contact between people, economic organizations and administrative bodies, strengthens and
develops good neighbor relations, and protects the common cultural heritage of the partnering areas. The
goal is to form and implement cooperation plans and projects to promote the development of border areas,
as well as to eliminate any obstacles of cooperation.
Euregio Karelia does lobbying towards the central administrations of Finland and Russia, as well as towards
the European Union, on themes concerning funding, visa exemption, transport connections, communication,
population well-being, and other border-crossing cooperation themes. Euregio Karelia directs on a strategic
level the cross-border cooperation funding programmes of its area.
The operational environment of Euregio Karelia has changed during the last decade. Changes were brought
along by, for instance, the growth of cross-border passenger and cargo traffic, increase of economic activity
and changes in the legislation and contractual terms regulating cooperation.
In their 10th anniversary meeting in December 2010, the board of Euregio Karelia decided to prepare a strategic document to outline cooperation up until the year 2020. The document “Main Directions of Euregio Karelia 2020” was prepared by the secretariat of Euregio Karelia. Using present state analysis, it states the
methods and main areas of cooperation until the year 2020, and highlights shared cooperation projects. The
background memo of the document (Operational Environment of Euregio Karelia 2000-2013) describes the
present circumstances of cross-border cooperation and their changes during the previous 10-year period.
The programme “Main Directions 2020” is based on a shared evaluation of previous changes in the Euregio Karelia operational area, as well as on future prospects. A significant and expected change is the possible visa-free regime between the European Union and Russia. This would mean considerable growth of
border traffic inside the Euregio Karelia area. Another factor to take into notice is the membership of Russia in the World Trade Organization (WTO), which brings in new possibilities not only to business and trade,
but also border traffic.
“Main Directions 2020” highlights the central role of Euregio Karelia in the cross-border cooperation between
Finland and Russia. Euregio Karelia functions as an umbrella for developmental projects and other measures that promote cooperation in the area. “Main Directions 2020” is a strategic signpost for the preparation
and implementation of the European Neighbourhood Instrument programme CBC Karelia 2014-2020 in the
Euregio Karelia area.
Materialization of the goals defined in this document requires a high level of commitment. This is why we find
it very important that local authorities take into notice the outlines and measures presented in this document,
and implement them in their own developmental programmes and decisions.

We rest assured that the outlines and concrete operational suggestions in this document will be carried out in
the public and private organizations operating in the Euregio Karelia area, and that materializing goals stated on this common program will create new markets, businesses and jobs, as well as strengthen the area’s
competitiveness. Thus the common goal of Euregio Karelia, to improve the area’s well-being on both sides
of the border, will actualize.
The board of Euregio Karelia will follow the implementation of the programme and will make necessary suggestions of proceedings to ensure the actualization of goals presented in the programme.

The board of Euregio Karelia has approved this document in Kostomuksha on the 20th of May 2014.

Chairman of the Board, Republic of Karelia		
Deputy Head and Minister of
Economic Development of the Republic of Karelia

Chairman of the Board 2014, Finland
Regional Mayor of Kainuu

Regional Mayor of Northern Ostrobothnia

Regional Mayor of North Karelia
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SWOT analysis of the Euregio Karelia area

The SWOT analysis below describes in a simplified manner the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats of the Euregio Karelia area. This analysis sums up the strategic basis of the “Main Directions 2020”
document.

Strengths

Weaknesses

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Developing operational area
Common cultural heritage (the Kalevala, Karelian descent, Orthodox Christianity)
Rich natural resources
Diverse nature
Shared border, three international border crossing points
Positive experiences on cooperation
Increased cooperation
High-level and versatile education and research
Good neighbor relations, functioning relations
with authorities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opportunities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Economic slowdown
Current visa policy and border formalities slow
down cooperation
Deficiencies in infrastructure and transport connections
Border crossing points are not prepared for visa-free access
Deficiencies in knowledge of language and culture
Vast, sparsely-populated areas
Negative notions
Lack of up-to-date information
Lack of funding sources in the area

Threats

Development of foreign trade and economy via
Russia’s membership in the WTO
Large projects in the area open up new cooperation possibilities
Diversification of border area cooperation
Development of service infrastructure and transport connections
Development of information technology, remote
jobs and services
Visa-free policy and facilitation of border formalities
High-level cultural offerings and travel possibilities
Development of transtraffic
Continuation of border cooperation programmes
(ENI CBC) between the EU and Russia
Euregio Karelia as a strategic and political
strength in cross-border cooperation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1.1 Strengths

No sufficient competence for a visa-free regime
Continued concentration of population into urban areas
Age group distribution: weakening of the dependency ratio
Lack of competent workers
Funding instruments and resources reducing
Actions of state authorities do not support the
development of border areas
Decision-making moving further away from the
area

ing expanses, thousands of lakes, rock formations,
swamps, forests, villages and cities. The biodiversity of clean, expansive nature is vast and unique, due
to for example uninhabited border areas.

Rich natural resources and their sustainable use particularly stand out as strengths of the Euregio Karelia
area. By increasing the degree of processing, natural resources in the area can be utilized even better.
Nature tourism is strongly developing in the area.
Euregio Karelia is a diverse area, where the scenery alternates between rugged hills and fells, low-ly-

High-class and versatile education and research in
the area make cooperation possible in various fields,
for example in mining, forestry and energy production. Common culture stimulates both business life
and arts.
6

The geographical location of the area on the border of Finland and Russia, nearly 800 kilometers of shared border,
and three international border crossing points are seen as
strengths, which will further the development of border and
transportation infrastructure as well as the economically
prospering operational environment. Regular bus connections between Joensuu and Petrozavodsk strengthen interaction between citizens and development of business
cooperation in the area.

Euregio Karelia supports visa exemption between Russia
and the EU. A visa-free policy would make border crossing
easier and faster and thus also assist the development of
tourism and cultural exchange. The effect of tourists and
leisure travelers on trade is growing, and might in the future be a remarkable factor in preserving and developing
services in areas suffering from depopulation.
Improving infrastructure and transport connections in the
area bring in new possibilities for cooperation. Amongst
important possibilities in the field of cooperation are opening passenger train connections on the routes Petrozavodsk-Joensuu and Petrozavodsk – Kostomuksha – Kajaani - Oulu, and allowing container transport through the
border crossing points of Niirala - Värtsilä and Vartius Lyttä. Developing information technology is a necessity in
modern society. In a modern home, a fast broadband connection is as important as heating, electricity and running
water. Broadband allows people to be in contact with the
outside world, telecommute and use the constantly diversifying electrical services. The Finnish side of Euregio Karelia develops these connections within the national broadband project.

Some outstanding strengths of Euregio Karelia are the longterm, functioning cooperation relations between member
areas, good neighbor relations between Finland and Russia as well as development of cooperation between Russia and the EU.

1.2 Weaknesses
Euregio Karelia does not exist outside global economic development. The slowdown of economic and trade growth is
also visible in the Euregio Karelia area. Euregio Karelia is
a vast, sparsely-populated area, which means increased
costs in providing services. Deficiencies in infrastructure
and transport connections hinder the movement of people
and goods, which is one of the weaknesses of the area.
Road, railway and air connections all are in need of improvement. Border crossing points need to be improved
to meet the demands of growing amounts of traffic. The
current visa policy and other border formalities slow down
and hinder cross-border communication and cooperation.

With the new Karelia CBC 2014-2020 Programme, border
area cooperation will diversify and deepen. The role of Euregio Karelia within international regional-level cooperation
will be even more important.

1.4 Threats

Deficiencies in cultural knowledge and language skills of
both Finnish and Russian make cooperation more difficult.
Negative notions about the neighboring country are also
seen as a weakness. These negative images have partly
to do with the lack of up-to-date information. Shortage of
funding sources originating from the area significantly limits the potential of cooperation.

The concentration of population in urban areas and negative demographic changes are seen as threats to the development of the Euregio Karelia area. Particular problems of
the area are the flight of educated people, lack of competent workers, and recent developments in the population’s
age distribution causing weakening of the dependency ratio.
A visa-free regime might lead to traffic congestion and dangerous situations at border crossing points and roads, if
the infrastructure does not meet the demands of increasing traffic. If the services of the areas are not developed
sufficiently, the growing amount of tourist traffic caused by
visa exemption will be directed someplace else.

1.3 Opportunities
Euregio Karelia sees the development of international cooperation between the EU and Russia as a positive opportunity. The membership of Russia in the World Trade
Organization opens up new possibilities inside the cooperation area, for example in the fields of business cooperation, development of border and transport infrastructure
and transtraffic.

Local decision-making diverging from the area is also seen
as a problem, which will hinder the developmental measures taken in the area and slow down development of border areas. The weakening of cross-border cooperation
funding instruments, on both EU level and national level, and reduction of resources pose threats to cooperation continuing in the area. When developing and targeting cross-border cooperation projects, local circumstances
and developmental needs should be taken into consideration even more than before.

Large projects planned in the area open up new possibilities for cooperation. One of these projects is the nuclear
power plant planned to be built in Pyhäjoki, where Russian
company Rosatom will be one of the stakeholders and the
supplier of equipment. Another promising project with cooperation possibilities is the Belomorsk commercial seaport.

7

2

Euregio Karelia 2020

2.1 Target State 2020
Interaction between people in the Euregio Karelia
area is intensive and diverse due to a visa-free policy. Border crossing, traffic and service infrastructures
meet the demands of increased traffic. Industry and
commerce have tapped into the know-how and resources of the area, cooperating intensively across
the border. Interaction between people across the
border is easy and commonplace. Living standards
have risen as a whole and differences in living standards have reduced. The social and economic well-being of the area has increased due to cross-border cooperation.
Euregio Karelia has an established and recognized
status in cross-border cooperation, both nationally
and internationally. Euregio Karelia works actively and
its cooperation is based on trust and equality.

2.2 Means of Achieving
the Target State
1.

2.

3.

Developmental activities can be funded by i.a. the following funding sources. Euregio Karelia will actively
report about their possibilities on its area.
•
EU cooperation programmes concerning state
and area cooperation, such as the Karelia CBC
programme and the Baltic Sea Region programme
•
The new EU framework programme Horizon
2020
•
International funding, such as funding from the
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the Nordic Investment Bank
(NIB), the Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO),or the European Investment
Bank (EIB)
•
National funding from the states of Finland and
Russia

The board and secretariat of Euregio Karelia will
promote the common interests of the area via
lobbying towards the Russian and Finnish authorities, other public establishments and EU
decision-making bodies. Euregio Karelia has
strategic control over the area’s cross-border cooperation programs between Russia and the EU.
Euregio Karelia will promote projects, especially cross-border cooperation projects, in the area
that are in accordance with the plan of action.
Work to ensure a positive international image
and regional awareness of Euregio Karelia will
continue. The activities and achievements of Euregio Karelia will be actively and broadly publicized.
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Focus Points of Euregio Karelia Cooperation

3.1 Interest Representation

•

Euregio Karelia’s aim for interest representation is to
establish cross-border cooperation on the area, as
well as to promote well-being of the area’s inhabitants. Euregio Karelia does lobbying both on national and international level, at the same time making
its activities broadly known.

•

Euregio Karelia takes into notice the 100th anniversary celebrations of the Republic of Karelia in 2020 and advances common infrastructure projects
Contributing to North Karelia being chosen as a
regular member of the Barents Regional Council

3.2 Infrastructure and
Connections

The Euregio Karelia area is marketed on international arenas as a significant cooperation area between
Finland/the EU and Russia. The outcomes of its work
are actively reported in the organizations of the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union. The
board of Euregio Karelia has a central role in implementing the EU’s external border programmes, functioning as their strategic leader and ensuring their
continuity in the area.

Functioning and smooth transport is the basis of cooperation between areas. The most important connections of Euregio Karelia are the three international border crossing points of Niirala - Värtsilä, Vartius
- Lyttä / Kivijärvi and Kuusamo - Suoperä. Developing these stations is especially important for the area.
There are also temporary border crossing points that
have operated particularly answering to the needs
of timber transport. Of these points, the Parikkala
- Syväoro (North Karelia) station and later Inari in
Lieksa are to be developed into international border
crossing points.

Euregio Karelia works actively with both Russian and
Finnish central administrations, providing expertise in
key programmes concerning border areas. Some of
these projects are developing border crossing points
and infrastructure, developing international passenger and freight traffic between member areas, and
promoting visa exemption. It publicizes the views of
border area inhabitants to improve their living conditions and remove obstacles of cross-border coop-

A regular bus connection between Joensuu and
Petrozavodsk helps with cooperation in the area. Establishing a Kostomuksha – Kajaani – Oulu bus connection would increase interaction between citizens.
Arranging passenger train connections on the routes
Petrozavodsk – Sortavala – Joensuu and Petrozavodsk – Kostomuksha – Kajaani – Oulu should be
rapidly put forward.

eration.
Cooperation focus points
•
Actively promoting visa exemption
•
Making use of the recognition, effectiveness and
know-how of Euregio Karelia to achieve common
goals in both national and international arenas
•
Impacting ministries to open up border stations
Niirala-Värtsilä, Vartius-Lyttä and Kivijärvi for
freighter and passenger traffic and remove restrictions based on type of goods
•
Ensuring border crossing points on both sides
of the border can meet the demands of growing
amounts of traffic
•
Ensuring that the condition of roads leading up
to border crossing points meet the requirements
of traffic
•
Lobbying towards central administrations to ensure sufficient funding for developing cross-border cooperation
•
Ensuring the cross-border cooperation EU programme continues on the area after 2020

Special notice should be taken concerning the growth
of traffic, especially if a visa-free regime is implemented. The infrastructure of border crossing points should
be improved, the roads leading up to the border repaired and their traffic safety increased to meet the
needs of growing traffic. If a visa-free regime is implemented and passenger rail transport started, border checks require more personnel, premises and
machinery. To secure border safety, the operations of
border, customs and police officers must be strengthened in the conditions of growing traffic. Starting up
container traffic and food transport requires intermediate storage spaces and infrastructure for handling.
Horizontal transport connections must be developed.
The Onega – Kochkoma highway between the Republic of Karelia and Arkhangelsk will open a new
road connection between Arkhangelsk and Kola Motorway, as well as connections to Petrozavodsk in
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the south, Murmansk in the north and a direct connection to Kostomuksha and further through Lyttä –
Vartius to Finland. The completion of the St. Petersburg – Sortavala road will open up new possibilities
from St. Petersburg and Leningrad Oblast towards
the Republic of Karelia and further through Värtsilä
– Niirala to Finland.
The significance of air traffic in business cooperation
and especially in tourism will grow. Air traffic between
Finland and Russia will increase, as will the demand
for air traffic between Petrozavodsk and Finland.
Euregio Karelia is joined together by a common border waterway: rivers Jänisjoki, Koitajoki and Lieksajoki and lakes Pyhäjärvi and Korpijärvi. Water environment in the area should be utilized for the purposes
of growing tourism. The channels of lakes Onega,
Ladoga and Belomorsk should be opened for international tourist traffic.
Telecommunications as means of correspondence
will be increase and diversify. The goal is to increase
the capacity of fiber-optic communication across the
border by opening up new cable connections through
the international border crossing points, if needed. At
the moment Euregio Karelia is connected by optical
fiber through the international border crossing point
of Vartius – Lyttä.
Cooperation focus points
•
Preparation for a visa-free regime, which brings
in growing traffic as well as increased communication between people
•
The goal of Euregio Karelia is, in cooperation
with the responsible national authorities, to ensure getting the needed investments for developing cargo and passenger traffic in the border
crossing points of Niirala – Värtsilä, Vartius –
Lyttä and Kuusamo – Suoperä, in both rail and
rubber tire traffic. The condition of roads leading
up to the border and telecommunications should
also be improved. One central goal of the government of the Republic of Karelia, in cooperation with the responsible federal and national organs, is to build a new international border
crossing point in Syväoro – Parikkala.
•
Cooperation in promoting the following projects:
•
The reconstruction of Niirala - Värtsilä and
Vartius – Lyttä border stations to arrange
shipment of larger amounts of cargo, container traffic, food transport and increasing
international passenger traffic
•
building truck lanes and parking into Vartius and Värtsilä
•
introduction of electronic customs clear-

•

•
•
•

ance in freight traffic
•
improvement and harmonization of border and custom checks on both sides of
the border
•
developing the premises of the Border
Guard and customs and ensuring human
resources in case of growing traffic due to
visa exemption
•
strengthening the operations of border,
customs and police officers to facilitate
border traffic and maintain border security
•
getting international status for the highways
(Sortavala – Värtsilä, Kochkoma – Lyttä,
Loukhi – Suoperä) leading up to border
crossing points in the Republic of Karelia
•
getting Niirala – Värtsilä and Vartius – Lyttä into the EU TEN-T core network
•
improving the Onkamo – Niirala stretch of
highway 9 to meet the demands of growing traffic
•
upgrading road 89 Kontiomäki – Vartius
into a national road
Extending passenger transport services
•
promoting passenger train traffic on routes
Petrozavodsk – Sortavala – Joensuu,
Petrozavodsk – Kostomuksha – Kajaani –
Oulu and Arkhangelsk – Kostomuksha –
Kajaani – Oulu
•
initiating an air service on the route Petrozavodsk – Joensuu – Helsinki
•
initiating an air service on the route Petrozavodsk – Kostomuksha
•
opening new international air service routes
on the area of Euregio Karelia
Electrification and access control on the Ledmozero – Kochkoma track
Opening up channels of lakes Onega, Ladoga
and Belomorsk to international tourist traffic
Developing the harbors of Belomorsk and Kem

3.3 Business
The strengths and possibilities of the Euregio Karelia
area make an excellent starting point for increasing
wellbeing through business life cooperation. Focus
points for cooperation are increasing the competitiveness and productivity of businesses and clusters in
the area, promoting innovations, developing cooperation between technology parks, attracting investments
from outside the area, diversifying industry and commerce and developing as well as technically modernizing production. Important fields for business cooperation are tourism, energy, natural resources (forestry,
mining), the metal industry, food production and the
electronics industry.
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Tourism is one of the fastest-growing industries in
the world. The nature and culture of the Euregio Karelia area not only offer unique experiences and services for travelers, but also create a possibility for the
area to function as an internationally appealing travel destination. In developing the tourist industry, focus points are advancing Euregio Karelia’s tourism
brands, implementing cooperation mechanisms to
find investors, improving tourist information, marketing the area in both national and international markets, and creating new, shared travel services. One
goal is to develop cross-border services, including
business trips, intelligent services and trade services.
In December 2013, Finnish Fennovoima and Russian Rosatom signed a cooperation contract agreeing to build a nuclear power plant in Pyhäjoki. The
goal is to start building in 2014 and starting up the
power plant in 2024. Euregio Karelia should utilize the
employment and cooperation possibilities brought in
by the project. The area’s builders and contractors
must be included in the building stage of the project. Freight and maintenance transport in the building
stage should be done through the Vartius - Kivijärvi
and Niirala - Värtsilä border crossing points. Because
the project involves plenty of Russian businesses,
during the building stage there is a possibility in making contacts and networking with them. The project
renders it possible to open new, direct air connections from Oulu to Russia.
Concerns about climate change create demand for
developing renewable energy resources. The rich natural resources of the area (forest, rock and minerals),
their sustainable use and processing create a basis
for developing the economy, and will increasingly offer more jobs and livelihood. Wood processing, innovative new uses and energy are emphasized in forestry cooperation. In the mining industry promising
fields are geological research and exploiting mineral
deposits. Cooperation in the mining industry requires
investments in the field.
Productive cooperation and subcontracting must be
supported in the metal, electronics and food industry.
Modernizing industrial production will reduce harmful environmental impacts. Developing local food production will support the upkeep and development of
the countryside.
Shared international visibility and recognition of the
area inside Europe are needed to fully utilize the possibilities of the Euregio Karelia area. The area’s best
competitive factors must be combined, a competitive
working environment created to support the internationalization of businesses, and business coopera-
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tion, networking and mutual interaction supported in
key fields of business across the border. International
business requires special skills and development of
operations. The cross-border cooperation of research
institutes, IT parks and technology villages creates
new innovations for businesses to make use of.
Cooperation focus points
•
Increasing export, import and border trade
•
Promoting a dynamic innovation environment
•
New innovations produced by research institutes
brought to the use of businesses
•
The competitive knowledge-based services in
the area cover higher lever education and research, as well as research and development,
productization and commercialization
•
Encouraging businesses to do border area cooperation
•
Attracting investments into the Euregio Karelia
area
•
Creating new, shared service products
•
Shared marketing of travel services
•
Cooperation in the fields of forestry and energy
•
Cooperation of productive businesses, developing subcontracting and networking across the
border
•
Shared job markets
•
Modernization of production

3.4 Social well-being
Cross-border cooperation in the Euregio Karelia area
should be developed into natural and normal contact between people. This can be well described with
the term civic neighborhood, which means interaction between people that allows familiarizing oneself
with the other’s language and culture. Citizens meet
each other across the border in everyday life. For example non-governmental organizations have worked
as promoters and practical builders of everyday coexistence.
Cooperation has been done through town twinning
as well. The Euregio Karelia area has 38 twin towns.
Cooperation themes between twin towns are linked to
municipal responsibilities, for example teaching, industry and commerce, area planning and social and
health care matters. Exchanges between school children, sports teams, different arts groups and other
groups are done in cooperation. In municipal cooperation, priority matters are activating border area cooperation on a municipal level, taking part in border
area cooperation projects and spreading good experiences about border area cooperation.
Interaction between citizens works naturally especial-

ly within the themes of culture, social and health care, and
environment. Cross-border youth action creates a good basis for the future of Euregio Karelia. Cooperation between
different ethnic groups makes it possible to utilize ethnocultural and social potential in societal, cultural and economic development. Furthermore, it will promote harmonization
of ethnic relations and good atmosphere between different
ethnic groups. Culture has a significant role in border area
cooperation, as a strengthener of international and other
relations in the social and economic cooperation between
Finland and Karelia.
Improving people’s quality of life and individual development, taking into notice also special groups, are the basis
of well-being. Euregio Karelia should be an area, where it
is safe for people and families to live and where everyone
can fulfill their own possibilities in the best way possible.
The area should have conditions that attracts professional workers and, above all, young people, thus strengthening human capital. This requires not only livelihood, but also
functioning services, affordable housing and meaningful leisure time activities.
Cooperation focus points
•
Strengthening welfare services (for instance guaranteeing quality health care services especially in sparsely
populated areas)
•
Utilizing IT services in healthcare
•
Encouraging a healthy lifestyle (for example through
promoting various forms of physical exercise to different population groups, anti-drug education)
•
Preventing socially significant diseases
•
Improving the health and social well-being of children
and youth, as well as integrating disabled people into
the society
•
Activating youth to cross-border cooperation using their
own themes of interest
•
Promoting cooperation between ethnic groups
•
Supporting the cooperation of NGO’s, especially on the
fields of culture, well-being and the environment
•
Promoting interaction between people, for instance
through simplifying border crossings and offering a wide
variety of public transport services
•
Developing cooperation in creative fields and culture
tourism

•
•

Developing cultural services and promoting their diverse use
Developing cooperation between different lines of trade

3.5 Cross-section themes
There are three central cross-section themes in the cross-border cooperation of Euregio Karelia: youth, education and research, and the environment. These themes are connected
to several complexes of issues and therefore it is not practical to limit them to a single subject matter. For example, the
cross-border cooperation of youth creates prerequisites for
future business cooperation. Youth cooperation can help to
reduce negative attitudes and prejudice, strengthen knowledge of the neighboring country’s language and culture, add
interest towards nearby areas and secure the continuity of
activities. Central themes in youth cooperation are health
and well-being, as well as the growth of internationality, tolerance and environmental responsibility. In addition, cooperation should also take into notice the role of immigrants
as a bridge between cultures.
A competitive advantage of sustainably developing areas is
the possibility to fulfill the potential of citizens, which is based
on education. Education should answer to the modern requirements of every citizen, as well as the requirements of
society and innovative development. Education and research
are done to ensure the personal development of citizens,
as well as to develop working life. The educational and research needs of businesses must be met, and through them
secure the development of the area. It is practical to include
education and research into the cooperation as a horizontal
theme, in which case the activities will support the concrete
educational and developmental needs of every field, and
promote the area’s business life and cooperation.
The Euregio Karelia area is rich in biodiversity and natural resources. To preserve nature and ensure the sustainable use of natural resources, environmental issues must be
taken into notice in all kinds of cross-border cooperation.

12

4

Conclusion

During the operational period of Euregio Karelia, border area cooperation has become livelier, border traffic multiplied, tourism increased and cooperation in all
fields of life diversified. Quality of life and well-being
of people have increased on both sides of the border.
Positive development can be expected in the near
future as well. This will be influenced especially by
Russia’s membership in the WTO and the expected
visa-free regime between the EU and Russia. Coordinative cooperation between authorities is needed to
speed up positive development in border area cooperation. Euregio Karelia, as a forum of border-crossing cooperation between regional authorities, wants
to grasp these positive prospects with even more determination than before. This requires a shared strategy and its implementation.
To realize positive cooperation prospects, the board
of Euregio Karelia has accepted the document “Main
Directions 2020”, which will guide the operations of
Euregio Karelia until the end of the current decade.
The document includes views of shared goals, measures and their follow-up by central actors in border
area cooperation. This was achieved by evaluating
the experiences gained in the last ten years, analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the Euregio Karelia area, and estimating possibilities and threats. On
these grounds, a mutual understanding about operational guidelines was achieved.
A central priority is to develop the infrastructure and
supervision of international border crossing points to
meet the demands of growing traffic. Preparations
for a visa-free regime should start. Functioning and
smooth transport connections are the basis of cooperation. Opening up passenger traffic on railways will
ease congestions on border crossing points. In addition to traditional forms of transport, developing telecommunications is essential.
Tourism, including shopping tourism, across the border will increase. This requires broadening services
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on both sides of the border. Traditional trade and business cooperation will become livelier, and obstacles
on border traffic agreements hindering trade have to
be removed, in order to broaden border trade.
The goal of Euregio Karelia is to improve well-being on both sides of the border. This requires quality
services in social and health care, as well as cultural
services, encouraging a healthy lifestyle and environmental cooperation, amongst other things.
Especially cross-border youth cooperation must be
supported. Education and research cooperation create a permanent basis for diverse and lively interaction in border areas.
Interest representation has a central role in the Euregio Karelia cooperation. It is done on both sides
of the border on both national and international level. The board of Euregio Karelia outlines this work
by assigning interest representation tasks for each
year and following the implementation of the program
“Main Directions 2020”.
The emphasis of interest representation is directing
national and international funding to border area cooperation. The most important instrument is the Karelia CBC (European Neighbourhood Instrument,
Cross-Border Cooperation) programme 2014-2020.
The programme funds projects supporting focus
points defined by Euregio Karelia. In this line of work,
the board of Euregio Karelia does the strategic direction. However, the board does not intervene with singular projects inside the funding programme.
“Main Directions of Euregio Karelia 2020” is a new
step in the activities of Euregio Karelia. The distinct
goals presented in the programme can only be realized, if the actors of Euregio Karelia are committed to
pursue cooperation. Through cooperation, the most
important goal can be achieved – good life on both
sides of the border.

